BOROUGH  OF  BIDEFQRD. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


ON 


THE  HEALTH  OF  BIDEFORD 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 
SANITARY  WORKS,  ftc., 


Vi- : V • '■ 

: :■ 


FOH  THB  YBAB 


1955 


BY 

C.  J.  CAREY,  M.R.C.S,,  L,R.C.P.  (lokd)., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

AND 

A.  E.  T.  NETTING,  m.s.i.a.,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 


i' , . 


BOROUGH  OF  BIDEFORD. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON 

THE  HEALTH  OF  BIDEFORD 

VITAL  STATISTICS, 
SANITARY  WORKS,  &c., 

FOR  THE  YE.AK 

1955 


C.  J.  CAREY,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  (lond).. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

AND 

A.  E.  T.  NETTING,  m.s.i.a.,  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 


I 


I 


i' 


i 

■t 


•i 

•i 

} 


1 ' 


'i 


m ■ 


I- 


I 


Public  Health  Staff 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  : 

C.  J.  CAREY,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  (Lond). 
(Temporary  part-time). 


SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
Inspector  of  Meats  and  Foods 
Housing  Officer 
Petroleum  Officer 
A.  E.  T.  NETTING.  M.S.I.A. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 
L.  MORGAN,  M.S.I.A. 

Took  up  Appointment  ist  February,  1955 
(Resigned  31st  August,  1955)- 

E.  J.  BLACKLOCK,  M.S  IA. 
(Appointed  26th  September,  1955) 


2 


To  the  Bideford  Borpu^h  Council. 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Councillors, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  herewith  my  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ended  December  31st,  1955. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  Statistics  that  the  Health  of  the  Bor- 
ough remains  good.  The  figures  given  compare  very  favourably 
with  the  previous  year,  and  with  those  for  the  country  in  general. 
The  Vital  Statistics  show  a slight  fall  in  the  estimated  population, 
and  also  a fall  in  the  birth  rate  and  the  number  of  deaths  in  the 
district.  Of  the  140  deaths  recorded,  107  were  over  the  age  of  65 
years,  and  the  commonest  cause  of  death  was  cardiac  and  allied 
diseases.  The  total  number  of  people  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register 
has  fallen  to  117,  giving  a figure  of  11.15  per  1000  of  the  resident 
population.  During  the  year,  49  visits  were  made  to  interview 
applicants  for  Council  Houses,  in  order  to  assess  Medical  priority, 
on  certificates  submitted  by  local  Practitioners. 

A general  survey  of  some  hundred  and  three  houses  in  the  Borough 
was  made,  in  conjunction  with  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector.  This 
was  the  initial  stage  in  the  programme  for  Slum  Clearance,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954.  From 
the  houses  surveyed  73  were  selected  for  detailed  inspection,  and 
specifications  drawn  up  for  consideration  in  the  five  ' year  pro- 
gramme. * 

I am  pleased  to  state  the  district  continues  to  hold  its  own  as  a 
Health  Resort  as  will  be  seen  from  the  General  Statistics  given  in 
the  several  Tables. 

I am, 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Councillors. 

Yours  faithfully, 

C.  JOHN  CAREY. 
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Annual  Report 

General  Statistics. 

Area  (Statute  Acres)  4,068 

Population  ) Census  i95[)  10,200 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Population,  1955  10,220 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  3»586 

Rateable  Value  £7351^ 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  (approximate)  £294 

Vital  Statistics. 

Legitimate — Males  70  Females  54  ^ 

Live  Births  rj  J:  136 

^Illegitimate — Males  8 Females  4 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  13.31 

Legitimate  Males  i Females  2 
Still  Births  \ 4 

^Illegitimate  Males  — Females  i / 

Still  Births,  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births  28.57 

Deaths — Males  79,  Females,  61  .....  14O 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  estimated  resident  population  13.70 


Puerperal  Sepsis 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  ^ Other  Puerperal 

^Causes 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes,  Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births  

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 


All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  (i  death)  7.35 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  7.35 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,00U  illegitimate 

Live  Births  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  18 

,,  Measles  (all  ages)  — 

,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  — 

,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  — 
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Legislation  in  Force 

Adoptive  Public  General  Acts  . 

Public’ Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  15th  June,  1893 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907 — 

Parts  2 (except  Sec.  29),  Parts  3,  4 and  6 
Parts  7 (except  Secs.  82,  84,  85  and  86) 

Parts  8,  9 and  Part  10  (except  Sec.  94)  April,  1909 

Public  Health  Act,  1925,  Part  2 (except  sec- 
tions 21  and  22) 1st  January,  1926 

Section  1 of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act, 

1933  applied  to  Sheep,  Ewes,  Wethers, 

Rams  and  Lambs  (as  regards  old  area)  1st  February,  1934 
Ditto  (as  regards  Borough  as  extended)  1st  July,  1935 


Byelaws 

With  respect  to  Markets  16th  February,  1882 

With  respect  to  the  Driving  of  Cattle  5th  March,  1888 

With  respect  to  the  Obstruction  of  Foot- 

passengers  8th  August,  1892 

For  the  navigation  of  the  River  Torridge 

within  the  Harbour  of  Bideford  4th  July,  1894 

With  respect  to  the  Lighting  of  Vehicles  11th  November,  1899 
With  respect  to  the  disturbance  of  persons 
assembled  in  public  buildings,  shooting- 
galleries,  round-a-bouts,  etc.,  street 

music  and  bad  language  25th  June,  1900 

Prohibiting  Spitting  in  Public  Places  31st  January,  1911 

With  repect  to  the  Victoria  Park  Pleasure 

Ground  18th  January,  1913 

With  respect  to  New  Streets  and  Buildings  10th  July,  1928 

and  1st  August,  1939 

With  i respect  to  the  Management  of  the 

Public  Cemetery  (Repealed  in  Part) 18th  August,  1930 

and  1st  June,  1947 

Regulating  the  use  of  Motor  Boats  within 

the  Harbour  - 17th  August,  1931 

With  respect  to  the  Public  Slaughterhouse  15th  March,  1932 
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Relating  to  Violent  Behaviour  on  Elemen- 
tary School  Premises 

For  the  Regulation  of  Advertisements  

With  respect  to  the  Decent  Conduct  of 
Persons  using  Public  Sanitary  Con-  , 
veniences 

With  respect  to  : — ■ i 

(1)  Nuisances  contrary  to  Public  Decency  ' 

(2)  Deposit  of  litter  to  the  Detriment  of 

Public  Amenities 

(3)  Wireless,  Loudspeakers,  Gramophones, 

etc.  

For  securing  the  observance  of  Sanitary  and 
Cleanly  Conditions  and  Practices  in 
connection  with  the  handling,  wrapping 
and  delivery  of  food  

With  respect  to  the  Supply  oi  Water 

Sale  of  Contraceptives  in  Slot  Machines 
Prohibiting  cycling  on  certain  footpaths 

With  respect  to  Victoria  Park 

With  repect  to  the  Fouling  of  Footpaths  by 
Dogs  

With  respect  to  Library,  Reading  Room 
and  Museum  

With  respect  to  Cycling  on  the  Riverbank 

With  respect  to  Building  Byelaws 


' Ist  April,  1951 
3rd  December,  1939 


1st  April,  1937 


1st  February,  1937 


15th  November,  1950 

1st.  Ap-il,  1951 
18_h,  Janu  u v,  1950 
Isc.  Ap.S,  1951 

ist  February,  1953 

15th  June,  1953 

i8th  September,  1953 
9th  November,  1953 
31st  December,  1953 


7 


>n 

»o 

o\ 

M 

o 

z 

. « 

= D 

«l  H 

a o 

^ g 

CO 

Q 

fz] 

-] 

O 

K 

tx* 

O 

CO 

u 

M 

H 

CO 

H 

<! 

H 

CO 

I-) 

H 


140  < I.S-7Q 


CAUSES  OF  AND  AGES 


Tuberculois—  ‘Respiratory. 

Tuberculosis^  other 

Malignant  neoplasm — Stomach 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  tronchus 

Malignant  neopRsm,  breast 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  diseases 

Other  Circulatory  diseases 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duedenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Congential  malformation 
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All  other  accidents 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

To  His  Worship  The  Mayor  and  Members  of  the 
BIDEFORD  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Councillors, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Fourth  Annual  Report 
on  the  sanitary  administration  of  the  area. 

Two  matters  during  the  year  engaged  the  attention  of  the  depart- 
ment almost  to  the  exclusion  of  other  matters;  these  were  meat  inspec- 
tion and  housing. 

In  the  first  case  slaughtering  at  the  Abattoir  continued  to  in- 
crease and  the  throughput  of  animals  reached  an  all-time  high  figure. 
Notable  in  this  general  increase  is  the  enormous  increase  in  the 
number  of  pigs  slaughtered  amounting  to  almost  120%  on  the  number 
slaughtered  in  1954  and  over  250 '’/q  increase  on  the  previous  highest 
figure  in  1940.  In  recent  years  improvements  have  been  made  at 
the  slaughterhouse  but  to  adequately  deal  with  such  large  numbers 
consideration  must  be  given  to  further  improvements  and  extensions. 
This  position  must  however  be  viewed  ultimately  in  the  light  of  future 
national  policy. 

It  is  most  gratifying  to  be  able  to  say  that  although  ante-mortem 
examination  was  not  carried  out  to  any  great  extent,  one  hundred  per 
cent  inspection  of  carcase  meat  and  offals  was  achieved. 

The  second  point,  that  relating  to  housing,  arose  as  the  result  of 
a national  stepping  up  of  a programme  of  Slum  Clearance.  An  initial 
appraisal  of  conditions  in  the  area  was  undertaken  resulting  in  the 
formulation  of  a five-year  programme  to  deal  with  them  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Repairs  and  Rent  Act,  1954. 

In  order  to  cope  with  this  increase  in  work  the  Council  appointed 
an  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  and  this  additional  help  has  proved 
of  the  greatest  assistance.  As  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  summary , 
a considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  visits  to  premises  and  work 
done  has  resulted.  It  is  now  hoped  to  extend  the  work  to  cover  a 
greater  supervision  over  other  special  premises,  like  food  shops. 
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DETAILS  OF  INSPECTIONS. 


Dwellings  inspected  under  Public  Health  Acts  105 

Revisits  made  under  Public  Health  Acts  178 

Miscellaneous  under  Public  Health  Acts  117 

Dwellings  inspected  under  Housing  Acts  114 

Revisits  under  Housing  Acts  75 

Miscellaneous  under  Housing  Acts  27 

Council  Houses  (including  investigation  of  Council  House 

applications)  302 

Revisits  under  Council  Houses  33 

New  Drainage  Work  72 

Defective  Drainage  20 

Factories  4 

Factories — Re-visits  i 

Refuse  Tip  5 

Rodent  Control  50 

Rodent  Control  Re-visits  22 

Insect  Pests  5 

Insect  Pests — Re-visits  7 

Infectious  Diseases  25 

Infectious  Diseases — Re-visits  5 

Petroleum  18 

Petroleum — Re-visits  4 

Meat  Inspection  903 

Fried  Fish  Shop  i 

Inspection  of  Food  and  Food  Premises  61 

Water  Samples  I02 

Water  Supplies  12 

Shops  Act  30 

Milk  and  Dairies  Act  3 

Piggeries  i 

Riding  Stables  i 

Cattle  Market  3 

Pannier  Market  ii 

Workshop  i 

Marine  Store  i 

Caravan  i 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  57 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  Completed  49 


Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  under  Public  Health 

Act  — 

Do.  completed  — 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  under  Housing  Act  — 

Do.  . completed  — 

Number  of  Notices  served  under  Clean  Food  Byelaws 3 

Do.  completed  3 
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Number  of  Notices  served  under  Factories  Act 2 

Do.  completed  i 


Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  under  Section  II, 

Housing  Act,  1936  

Number  of  Houses  Demolished  

Ninnber  of  Houses  demolished  voluntaryily  by  owner 
Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  of  part  of  a building  under 
Housing  Act,'  1936  


The  chief  defects  that  have  been  dealt  with  are  : — 

Electric  Light  installed  i 

Electric  Fittings  renewed  14 

New  roofs  on  dwelling  houses  fitted  ’ 2 

Roofs  of  dewlling  houses  repaired  lo 

Eaves,  Guttering  and  Down  Pipes  repaired  ’ 15 

Drains  cleared  16 

Drains  repaired  8 

New  Manholes  1 2 

Defective  Windows  repaired  ii 

Defective  Doors  repaired  10 

Defective  Locks  repaired  or  renewed  4 

Defective  Floors  repaired  1 3 

New  W.C.  pans  fitted  5 

Defective  W.Cs.  repaired  i 

Defective  Flushing  Cisterns  repaired  10 

Defective  Water  Pipes  repaired  12 

Defective  Water  Tanks  repaired  5 

Defective  Waste  Water  Pipes  repaired  3 

Chimneys  repaired  4 

Fire  Grates  repaired  9 

New  Gas  Cookers  installed  2 

New  Gas  Boilers  installed  ’ 2 

Cookers  repaired  4 

Exterior  plastering  repaired  7 

Interior  plastering  repaired  , , . , ^ . i 

Ceilings  repaired  ' ’ ' 5 

Stairs  repaired  1 i 

Re-decoration  of  whole  houses  13 

Re-decoration  of  rooms  7 

Houses  cleansed  ......  2 

Offensive  smells  remedied  3 

Accumulations  cleared  ......  6 

Garden  fences  repaired  ..'  2 

Garden  paths  repaired  ' ' i 

Miscellaneous  13 
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HOUSING. 

Number  of  New  Houses  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year — 


(i.)  By  The  Town  Council  42 

(2.)  By  Private  Enterprise  23 


65 


The  forty-two  Council  Houses  were  sited  as  follows  : — 

Nineteen  Houses  at  Pynes  Lane 
Fifteen  Houses  at  Stucley  Road 
Four  Houses  at  High  View 
Four  Houses  at  Burton  Road 

The  number  of  new  Council  houses  completed  during  the  year, 
•slightly  more  than  during  the  previous  year,  showed  steady  progress 
in  the  provision  of  additional  housing  accommodation  in  the  Borough. 

That  this  accommodation  was  very  much  needed  is  shown  by 
the  fact  that  during  the  same  period  69  new  applicants  were  entered 
on  the  Council’s  register  making  a total  then  of  325. 

This  figure  included  154  applications  from  many  parts  of  the 
Country  from  people  desiring  to  return  to  their  home  town  or  seeking 
to  settle  here  for  health  and  other  reasons.  It  also  included  families 
who  already  had  a house  or  separate  accommodation  of  their  own 
■which  was  considered  inadequate  to  their  needs  or  of  a type  which 
was  below  present  day  standards  of  accommodation.  Allowing  for 
these  facts,  there  still  remained  some  80  family  units,  an  increase 
(over  last  year’s  final  figure)  of  30  families  who  had  no  separate 
accommodation  of  their  own. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  INFECTION. 

The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  have  been  notified 


during  the  year. — 

Scarlet  Fever  16 

Measles  12 

Tuberculosis  8 

Whooping  Cough  2 

Pneumonia  i 

Typhoid  i 

Poliomyehtis  3 
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Twenty-one  patients  were  removed  for  treatment  at  the  Kingsley 
Hospital,  Bideford. 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  for  : — 


Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  17 

Tuberculosis  - 2 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 


Part  I.  of  the  Act, 

Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections  made  by 
Sanitary  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,2, 
3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  

95 

4 

2 



(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

66 

_ 

_ 



(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 

workers’ premises) 

15- 

i6 


t.  Dtfaets  Found. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number  of 

cases  in 
respect  of 
which  Prose- 
cutions were 
instituted. 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (Section  i) 

I 

I 

Nil 

Overcrowding  (Section  2) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unreasonable  Temperature 

(Section  3)  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (Section 

4)  , 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(Section  6) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  — Insufficient  

I 

Nil 

Nil 

Conveniences  — 

(Section  7) — unsuitable  or 

defective 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Not  separate 

for  sexes 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  Offences  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL  

2 

I 

Part  VIII  of  th3  Act.  OUTWORK.  (Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  no 

Section  in 

Nature  of 
Work. 

No.  of 
outworkers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Sect. 
iio(i)(c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council. 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply  lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
Premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Wearing 
Apparel — 
Making,  &c 

156 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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RAINFALL 

The  Borough  Surveyor  kindly  supplied  the  following  particu- 
lars of  the  rainfall  recorded  at  Gammaton  and  Jennetts  for  the 
year  1955. 

Gammaton  Jennetts 

January  6.39  4.47 

February  3.33  3.56 

March  1.37  1.15 

April  1.64  1.55 

May  3.70  3.63 

June  3.59  3.39 

July  1.35  1-34 

August  0.32  0.21 

September  1.78  1.85 

October  3.08  3.44 

November  2.97  2.65 

December  6.52  6.77 

36.04  34.01 

Inches  Inches 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


As  in  previous  years,  the  water  supply  to  the  Town  was  derived 
from  the  two  sources — Jennet ts  Reservoir  and  Gammaton  Reservoir 
supplemented  in  the  case  of  Jennetts  supply  by  water  from  the;Yeo- 
Duntz  stream  pumped  from  Edge  Mill  to  the  reservoir  and  in  the  other 
case  by  water  purchased  in  bulk  from  the  North  Devon  Water  Board 
and  piped  to  the  clear  water  tank  at  Gammaton.  Raw  waters  were 
treated  by  filtration  and  all  waters  were  chlorinated  before  passing 
into  circulation;  generally  speaking  the  quality  of  the  water  has  been 
satisfactory.  In  regard  to  quantity,  at  no  time  during  the  year  was  it 
found  necessary  to  curtail  supplies  in  spite  of  a very  dry  summer.  A 
fact  which  contributed  largely  to  this  happy  state  of  affairs  was  no 
doubt  the  extensive  work  undertaken  by  the  Council’s  Water  Depart- 
ment in  detecting  leaks,  many  of  which  caused  large  losses  of  water, 
and  repairing  them.  On  one  occasion  during  the  year,  when,  Tor  pur- 
poses of  repair  and  maintenance  work,  the  lower  reservoir  at  Gammaton 
was  almost  emptied,  complaints  of  bad  smell  and  taste  were  received 
in  relation  to  Gammaton  water.  The  cause  of  this  was  believed  to 
be  the  extraction  of  water  from  the  higher  reservoir  at  a level  too 
near  the  bed  of  the  lake.  The  level  of  the  outlet  was  raised  and  the 
cause  of  the  complaint  disappeared. 

Fifty-nine  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  various  points  on 
the  Jennetts  supply  and  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
Exeter  for  Bacteriological  examination.  Four  of  these  samples  fell 
below  the  standard  and  the  other  fifty-five  samples  were  Class  I of 
the  Ministry  of  Health’s  classification  for  piped  supplies. 

Forty-seven  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  various  points  on 
the  Gammaton  supply  and  sent  for  Bacteriologival  examination. 
Seven  of  these  samples  fell  below  the  standard  and  forty  samples  were 
Class  I of  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  classification  for  piped  supplies. 


PRIVATE  SUPPLIES. 

Samples  were  taken  from  private  wells  on  three  premises  and  in 
each  case  faecal  contamination  was  found.  Two  of  the  premises  were 
already  supplied  from  the  Council’s  mains  and  so  discontinued  use  for 
domestic  purposes  of  water  from  the  well.  In  the  third  case,  well 
water  being  the  sole  source  of  supply,  the  well  and  storage  arrangements 
were  thoroughly  cleansed,  works  of  protection  were  put  in  hand  and 
advice  on  chlorination  was  given  all  with  good  effect. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

For  some  time  concern  has  been  felt  with  regard  to  the  inadequacy 
of  sewers  in  some  parts  of  the  town.  Proposals  for  alleviating  condi- 
tions of  surcharging  have  been  under  consideration  and  the  year 
under  review  saw  the  completion  of  a scheme,  part  of  a much  larger 
one,  whereby  improvements  were  effected  in  some  of  the  higher  parts 
of  the  town  and  at  the  existing  western  outfall  by  the  laying  of  an  inter- 
cepting sewer.  The  new  arrangements  included  the  installation  of 
screening  chambers  and  underground  storage  tank  along  the  river- 
bank  with  a new  outfall  and  was  commenced  in  June  1948.  Early  in 
its  operation  a failure  occurred  at  the  end  of  the  storage  tank  through 
settlement.  The  cause  of  this  settlement  was  established  and  exten- 
sive works  of  repair  involving  a certain  amount  of  piling  were  put  in 
hand  and  brought  to  a successful  conclusion.  The  system  has  since 
worked  satisfactorily. 


INSECT  PESTS. 

Very  little  trouble  was  experienced  from  infestations.  Five 
premises  were  disinfested  for  fleas  and  two  premises,  where  wasp 
nests  were  causing  bother,  were  treated. 

The  surface  of  the  refuse  tip  was  treated  with  “Tip  Dressing”  as 
a preventative  measure  against  the  breeding  of  flies. 


RODENT  CONTROL. 

During  the  year  the  testing  and  treatment  of  sewers  was  under- 
taken on  two  occasions.  It  was  found  however,  that  the  sewers  were 
for  the  most  part  comparatively  free  from  infestation.  One  area, 
where  rats  were  found,  involved  a terrace  of  council  houses  and  the 
relaying  of  sections  of  house  drains  which  were  found  to  be  broken, 
in  addition  to  the  carrying  out  of  poison  control  measures  produced 
satisfactory  results. 

The  Refuse  Tip  was  frequently  treated  by  pre-baiting  and  poisoned 
baits  to  exterminate  rats,  and  this  was  generally  successful. 

Inspection  of  premises  in  the  area  continued  and  infestations 
found  were  treated  by  the  Council’s  Rodent  Operator.  No  charge 
was  made  for  work  done  by  the  Council  in  respect  of  domestic  premises. 

•.  .Seven,  hundred-and-f if ty-five  dwelling  houses  and  147  business 
premises  were  visited  and  treatment  was  carried  out  on  13  dwelling 
houses  and  2 other  premises  for  rats 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

The  Council's  slaughterhouse  continued  in  the  occupation  of  the 
North  Devon  Meat  Marketing  Society  Ltd  whose  throughput  continued 
to  increase  The  requirements  of  butchers,  not  only  in  the  town  but 
in  neighbouring  districts  and  areas  as  far  a field  as  Ilfracombe,  Barn- 
staple, Okehampton  and  Exeter  and  those  of  wholesale  markets  in 
London  were  satisfactorily  catered  for.  Provision  continued  to  be  made 
also  for  individual  butchers  to  have  their  livestock  slaughtered. 

During  the  year  21,426  animals  were  slaughtered  and  dressed  at 
the  Public  Abattoir,  and  of  these  34  bullocks,  61  calves,  320  sheep  and 
72  pigs  were  sent  to  the  Abattoir  for  emergency  slaughter. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  there  were  brought  to  the  Abattoir  the 
‘‘dressed”  carcase  of  i bullock,  ii  sheep  and  3 pigs. 

These  “dressed”  carcases  were  of  animals  that  had  been  slaughtered 
and  “dressed”  at  farms  as  the  animals,  because  of  injury  or  some  other 
emergency,  had  been  unable  to  travel  to  the  Abattoir. 

This  is  a considerable  increase  on  the  previous  year’s  throughput. 
In  addition  to  the  usual  diseases  and  conditions  commonly  found  in 
animals  slaughtered  for  food,  cysticercus  bovis  continued  to  appear 
in  cattle  and  66  cases  were  found.  In  all  instances,  the  parts  found 
with  visible  cysts  were  condemned,  and  the  carcases  sent  away  for 
refrigeration  for  the  requisite  period  before  being  released  for  human 
consumption. 

STUNNING.  In  compliance  with  section  I of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals 
Act.  1933,  all  animals  that  are  killed  in  the  slaughterhouse  are  rendered 
insensible  to  pain  by  means  of  a mechanically  operated  instrument. 

The  following  Tables  give  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out 

Table  A.  Gives  details  of  the  animals  killed  and  the  number  of  car- 
cases or  organs  condemned,  also  showing  percentages 
of  the  carcases  affected,  differentiating  between 

1 —  All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis. 

2 —  ^Tuberculosis  only. 

Table  B.  Gives  the  weight  of  the  Meat  and  Offal  condemned  and 
the  causes  of  condemnation. 

Table  C.  Shows  the  amount  of  “Other  Foodstuffs”  condemned 
and  the  reasons  for  condemnation. 
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TABLE  A. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 

The  following  Table  is  as  suggested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


Cattle 

exclud’g 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pig* 

Horses 

Number  killed  

2118 

558 

230 

5724 

12796 

— 

Dressed  Carcases  ... 

I 

— 

— 

II 

3 

— 

Number  inspected 

2119 

558 

230 

5735 

12799 

— 

All  Diseases  except  Tubercu- 
losis and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

12 

14 

86 

31 



Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

1587 

439 

8 

1378 

934 

. 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci  ... 

74.99 

80.82 

9.56 

25.53 

7.54 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

12 

6 

2 

7 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

102 

46 

— 



386 

— . 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

5.38 

9-32 

0.87 

. 

3.07 



Cysticercosis. 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned 

57 

9 

Carcases  submitted  to  treat 
ment  by  refrigeration  ... 

57 

8t 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

X The  one  carcase  not  submitted  to  treatment  by  refrigeration  wais  condemned 
for  other  reasons  and  is  included  elsewhere. 
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TABLE  B.  SUMMARY -OF  FOOD  CONDEMNATION  WITH  CAUSE  OF  CONDEMNATION  AND  WEIGHT 


Whole 

Part 

Food  Stuffs  Condemned 

Cause  of  Condemination 

Carcases. 

carcases. 

Tons 

cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

Tons 

cwts 

. qrs. 

lbs. 

Beef  

Tuberculosis 

t8 

4 

15 

j 

22 

Beef  parts 

Dc 

— 

62 

2 

5 

3 

21 

Beef  offal 

Do 

— 

86 

2 

0 

3 

15 

Beef  

Other  Causes 

— 

3 

12 

0 

20 

Beef  Parts 

Do 

53 

12 

I 

27 

Reef  Offal 

Do 

— 

1973 

12 

5 

2 

26 

12 

2 

4 

Veal 

Tuberculosis 

2 

— 

— 

3 

0 

20 

V eal 

Other  Causes  ... 

14 

— 

— 

4 

3 

25 

Veal  Offal 

Do 

8 

24 

— 

8 

X 

13 

Perk 

Tuberculo.sis 

7 



— 

u 

3 

I 

Pork  parts 

Do 

361 

2 

9 

I 

20 

Pork  Offal  

Do 

— 

25 

— 

2 

I 

,5 

Pork  

Other  Causes 

I 

1 1 

0 

7 

Pork  parts 

Do 

— 

71 

— 

14 

I 

T.4 

Pork  Offal  

Do 

863 

I 

7 

0 

22 

6 

16 

13 

ZVIutton 

Fevered 

15 

— 

— 

8 

0 

W 

Do.  

Emaciation... 

H 

— . 

— 

4 

2 

4 

Do.  

Dropsy 

12 

— 

— 

6 

I 

23 

Do.  

Oedema 

10 

— • 

— 

4 

2 

26 

Do.  

Moribund  ... 

9 

— 

— 

5 

3 

16 

Do.  

Septicaemia 

8 

■ — 

— 

3 

2 

0 

Do.  

Injuries 

7 

— 

— ■ 

2 

3 

5 

Do.  

Do 

24 

— 

2 

16 

Do. 

Septic  Mastitis 

4 

— 

2 

0 

0 

Do.  

Ill-bled  

4 

— 

— . 

2 

I 

16 

Do.  

Inflamation 

2 

— 

— . 

I 

0 

27 

Do.  

Pyaemia 

• T 

— 

— 

— 

2 

T2 

Do. 

Pleurisy 



2 

— ■ 

— 

I 

7 

Do.  

Abscess 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

Mutton  Offal 

Distoma  Hepaticurn 

Cy.sts  and  Conf^estion 

U3.5I 

I 

9 

0 

10 

16 

' ^ 

3 

37  1 

J3 

0 

24 

TABLE  C.  OTHER  FOOD  STUFFS 
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MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  registration  of  producers  and  producer/retailers  has  continued 
to  be  the  responsibility  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries 
and  the  list  of  those  retailing  in  the  Borough  is  not  yet  completed.  It 
remains  most  unsatisfactory  that  information  relative  to  a producer 
retailing  milk  in  the  area  comes  to  light  either  as  a result  of  emergency 
or  if  actually  seen  delivering. 

The  last  recorded  figure  of  this  type  of  purveyor  was  7.  Number 
of  Retail  Purveyors — 7. 

Of  the  above  retailers  one  is  a large  dairy  which  is  licensed  by  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Authority  to  pasteurise  milk  which  is  sold  by  them 
both  wholesale  and  retail. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders,  1949  to  1954. 

The  Milk  Depot  ^n  the  Town  has  a dealer's  licence  authorising 
the  use  of  "Tuberculin  Tested"  for  bottling  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk. 
This  milk  is  obtained  from  farms  where  Tuberculin  Tested  Herds  are 
kept. 

Four  distributors  are  licensed  to  sell  "Tuberculin  Tested"  Milk 
and  two,  including  one  Wholesaler  who  is  licensed  by  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Authority  to  pasteurise  milk,  hold  licences  authorising  the 
term  "Pasteurised  Milk"  in  relation  to  milk  sold  by  them. 

The  Depot  has  a licence  for  the  use  of  the  special  designation 
"Pasteurised"  in  relation  to  milk  treated  by  the  Short  Time  High 
Temperature  process. 

PETROLEUM  LICENCES. 

Forty  Petroleum  storage  licences  were  issued  during  the  year. 

I wish  to  thank  all  members  and  officials  of  the  Corporation  and 
especially  Dr.  Carey  and  the  Staff  in  my  office  for  their  help  and  con- 
sideration during  the  year. 

I am, 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Councillors, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  E.  T.  NETTING. 


